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SHRI SEENI. VISWANATHAN

Shri Seeni. Viswanathan is a writer and research scholar. He is widely known in Tamil
literary circle for his dedication for decades.

2. Born on 22" November, 1934, Shri Viswanathan studied in Urumu Dhanalakshmi
Vidhyalayam, Thiruchirapalli district and finished his S.S.L.C in the year 1953. He started his
research on Shri Maha Kavi Bharathiyar's works and desired/decided to bring out the
Mahakavi's works in chronological order and began this work in early 1960s. He joined as sub
editor in "Sanga Palagai" a weekly Magazine published by Shri Chinna Annamalai, a well-
known freedom Fighter.

&5 Shri Viswanathan right from his school days got very much inspired by Mahakavi
Bharathiar, compiled and published a book titled "Thamizagam Thantha Mahakavi" in the year
1962. This was during the commemoration of Mahakavi Bharathi's 81 Birthday by the
Tamilnadu Government. This book was widely appreciated by learned scholars. He was
fortunate enough to get appreciation from Shri C. Viswanathalyer, younger brother of
Mahakavi Bharathiyar. This exactly motivated him to continue to bring out only Mahakavi's
writings and he made that as his life mission.

4. Shri Viswanathan single handedly compiled and published books that have enriched and
expanded Bharati literature for about 63 years. Precisely to note his writings on Bharati are
substantiated with facts in such a manner to know the broad scope of Bharatiyar, national unity
and the zealous and selfless services of the national leaders. The accuracy in his compendium of
Kala Varisaiyil Bharthi Padaippugal spanning about 15000 pages in 23 volumes - Bharathi's
writings in chronological order is the source for today's generation of younger community
researchers and aspirants. On 11" December 2024, the latest 5 volumes of the above 23 were
released by Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in New Delhi. Many in India and aboard
have read and praised him for publishing the work of Bharati literature.

S. Shri Viswanathan is the recipient of numerous awards and honours such as Bharathi
Award in the year 2004 by Tamilnadu Government, U.V. Swaminatha Iyer Award in 2005 by
llakkiya Manram, Coimbatore, Bharathi Sevai Semmal in 2014 by Bharathiyar Sangam,
Chennai, Swami Vivekananda Award of Human Excellence in 2014 by Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyalaya, Coimbatore, Manonmaniam Sundaranar Award in 2014 by Manonmaniam
Sundaranar University, Bharathi Kalanjiam Award in 2016 by Sriram Bharathi Kalaillakkia
Kazhagam, Bharathi Award in 2016 by Bharathi Pasarai, Coimbatore, Potramarai Award in
2016 by Potramarai Kalaillakkiya Arangam, Vivekanandar Award in 2017 by Ramkrishna
Mission Madurai, Mahakavi Bharathiyar Award in 2018 by Dinamani -Tamil News Paper, Life
Time Achievement Award in 2019 by Brahma Gana Sabha, Bharathi Award in 2020 by Vanavil
Cultural Centre, Bharathi Award in 2021 by Tamil Nadu Government.
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